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9 1 5 nnd at the ſame time ſo entertaining.” . TE 
and inſtructing, in the following Piece, that 
IF think it incumbent on me wy give. the REIN 9 8 


EZ Year 1746. 1 went to pay a 5 Vn to 1 = 
$$” ty of the D Dieus, in the City of. Amfterdam, E 
= WW whom I am nearly related. While I was there, I . 

| _  . contrafted a particular Intimacy with a moſt worthy 
0 + "young Gentleman, one Mr. Fan- Loon, whole Father © 
dien about three Weeks after I arrived at Amſterdam. 


* „% A large Fortune, earned with the greateſt in- wy 
5 -_ _ tegrity, and Exactneſs in Dealing, and in a Profeſſion 
7 5 5 the molt honourable, that of Commerce and 
Ns chandize, came by the Death of old Mr. Van- Loon to his 
. Son, who I ſhall always eſteem it the higheſt Honour © 
es "2 'to call Friend. The old Gentleman, 10 his younger 
. 5 had been employed in the Service of the Dutch 2 ; 
3+ Company, and had made ſeveral Voyages 
to China, . and other Places in the Eaſtern 
art of the World. After his = 
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nM it, which he very readily granted to me; and at the 
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1 The  INTROPUCTION. ä 
neceſſary and uſual on the Deteaſe of a Man of Buſi- 
neſs, found the Piece, of which the following is an 
exact Tranſlation, in the Fade n of his Father, 
* wrote in Higb-Dutcb. | 

As he knew I was a perfect Maſter of that Lan- 1 
although born in Eugland, he gave it to me te 
15 . and finding ſomething in it of a very whimſical 
Nature, I begged his Permiſſion to take a Copy of 


ſame time deſired I would make any other Uſe I: 
thought proper of it. 1 1 4 my Friend, who hath 
an extreme Underſtan ding, improved by great 
Reading and Study, if he imagined, that that Piece 
Was really founded upon hiſtorieal Facts, or only a kind 
of allegorical F iction, to convey ſome important 
Truth along with it. He affured me, his Father 
had often mentioned to him, in his Deſcription of 
Japan, a vaſt high Mountain in that Countrx, that 
contained i in it infinite Riches; and that he h —_— p 
there was one, of the like Nature in the Holy le. 
Bunt is it poſſible, cried I, that there can be a. 
tion in the World ſo blind to their oun Intereſt; 2 an 
indeed ſo cruel, and barbarous in their Diſpoſitians 
as to reject the only Aſſiſtance that can ſpon ther 
from Ruin; and to look upon their beſt Friends with: 
Envy and Abhorrence, only for not being born 7 


the ſame Country with themſelves ?. _ TS. 
To this,*Mr. Van-Loon returned. this remar 5 
Anſwer : 5 


Daily Obſervation; ſays he, may convince us; that - - 
whole Nations have their Whims and Singularities 23 
well as private Perſons; that there is no Prejudice, ſg 
abſurd, no Tenet fo rigiculous, nor Notion ſay 
falſe or monſtrous, that whole Kingdoms have not 
at ſome time or other, adopted and made facred- 8 
And therefore, when a F 8 cometh to yg well atteflifd,. : 
it iz not the Abſurdi olly of The Thing that 
| Mbulous,. My Father, | 


home 8 us * 
, 2 5 4 „ ö ont inued * 
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; ; 2 nie ve no Man 
as a genuine 
moſt important 
.- - has 
 & - Dreſs» And T here, in the m 

_ clare, A. „ with the moſt ſcrupulois Exactneſs, 
| the true Senſe of the Original; 
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Japaneſe H iſtory.” 


HH 4 


OMEWHA T. 50 two ttipuſand, Years 
after the great Fobu had founded the Chineſe 
Nation, the wiſe and learned Confuchu appeared 
among that happy People. He it was, that 
laid it down as a Fundamental in ſocial Polity, that 
no People can be happy, but under good Govern- 
ments; and no Government happy, but over 
Men. All the Regulations of this amiable Philoſo- 


pher, ſeem to point at the mending the Heart, the 
raiſing and dignifying of human Nature, and the in- 


culcating univerſal Love and Benevolence to all our 
Fellow Creatures, which he looked upon as the Per- 
fection of natural Reaſon; or, in other: Words, he 
taught, To do unto all Men, as" you would they fſoould 
do unto you. 


The Chineſe Kings held every Fhing that the great 


Confuchu either writ or ſaid, in ſuch high Veneration, 
that there never Vas a Race of Princes, who for ſo 
many Ages preſerved the Character of true Heroes, 


that 1 is, n _ well of Mankind : Inſomuch, — 


oy 8 + 


1 


ome Inftances there were of 
a Failure of Heirs in their er gn Race) —_ : 


ſolemn Embaſſies to implore a Prince of the ps 
Blood of China to reign over them; and this, 


eight hundred Years after the Death of 9 


happened to be the Caſe of the Japaneſe Nagiane 
whoſe Male Heirs then failed ; and it was an invi 
ble Law among them, that the F emales ſhould never 


ſucceed to the Throne (A). 
The Fapaneſe were at chat Time a renowned Em- 


conſiſting of two Ipacious 1 But one, 


| Mel, was the Reſidence of their Emperor, of far 
5 er Extent than the other, and un ubtedly the 
eſt in the whole World (B). 


20 


he Chineſe Prince was no ſooner ſeated on the 


narrowly into the true State of Affairs. His Heart 
was all Beneficence and Humanity. He looked upon 


eſteemed the moſt glorious Title any Monareh can he 
poſſeſſed of: And he reſolved, wich all poſſible . 
dition, to rectify every Diſorder that had crept 


5 Hunng a looſe and corrupt Adminiſtration; = —— 


is very ſurpriſing, that had continued in the very ſame 
| FRO for parts of fourtmte Years Er. 5 
| oy 


(a) It ts pretty obſervable, to find, Countries ſo remote from 
each other, and fo different in Religi on and Laws, as Fance 
Japan, agreeing in ſo remarkable a Piece of Policy as that of _ 
f TT their Females from the Sueceſſign to the Throne. 


large 6s le is unqueſtionably a v very large Iſland, hut not near 2 | 


| agaſcar, California, fome others. It was natural 
— or a People fo yain, and ſo little ſkilled in Geography, 

to ſtyle theirs the largeſt Iſland in the World. 
[) This Paſſage ſeems very odd: For it is hard to imagine that 
one Set of Men ſhould hold the Adminiſtration for ſo great a Num- 
der of Years. I am therefore apt to * that old Mr. Van- Loop 
| tranſlated the Word Moon for Yar, ef as Mr. "ons, in 
His og to Ele by Moore — in 1 17 * 9 wks E 2 hae: uy 


as 2 


Throne of Japan, than he began to enquire and ſearch: . 


hiniſelf as the Father of a Free People, which he 


* 


= 


ts EEE 
E A Council of 0 he great Officers of State : 
} ſammoned, the. Emperor demanded of them their 5 
{it Omimons in che heh vera Exigencies of the 
1 The chief eee or Saur to che Palace, be: 12 
Wh gan us follows : | 


« þ 
e 


8 wy 
Vc 


| Moſt iuftrious of all 1 Emperor, SOTO Bowes gf 


8 17. is well kdb, to c the Pances of the Earth; | 
that your Majeſty's Dominions conſiſt of two 
ce Iſlands: One, the awful Seat of your Majeſty's 
; 4 Government, and the honoured Refidence of your 
e, Royal Ferſon, and diſtinguiſhed throughout the 
| Lagen £ Univerſe, by. he Name of the Grand Ig; the 
| F 7 other, ruled by a Vice-Roy, and foreign 
land be dar l. by the Title of the 7 Yor ; 


* — —— — Oy 
$04" < AE <2 


2 ar cou it 
| & cannot be piers. that their e were born 
1 Lein our glorious Country, and that the Bleſſed [ſie 
[ms c was reduced by their matchleſs Valour to the Obe- 
| „ dience of the Fapaneſe Monarchs i and that theſe 
| | © our Countrymen had-the Eftates of: the vanquiſhed 
| 
| 


| © beſtowed on them, as the due Reward of their 

10 < Bravery and Magnanimity; yet, ſince the Children 
aof theſe Heroes, who bore our beſt and worthieſt 

Blood in their Veins, have had the Misfortune not 

<« to taſte the Air of the Great Je, in their natal 

| % Moments,---we do---we muſt for ever exclude 

| < them-from Liberty=-+from Commerce---and, as far 

Las we are able, from * other common _ | 

„ TE. (ce 7 


1 A 


n 


« of N ature Tor 1 mut inform your Maje 
that it is Maxim engraven on the Hearts of amol | 
« all the Men of the Great Me, to eſteem no Perf 
<« worthy-of Reſpect, or capable of any moral or po- 


& jtical Virtue, that drew his firſt Breath, even but 


<2 ſingle Pace, out of the Limits of our noble Coun: 


try (P). This divine Partiality, in favour of our- 


28 Gives, diſtinguiſheth us from all the Nations of the 


Earth: And is the ſtrongeſt Proof, that no People 


& could ever boaſt of ſuch elevated, god- -like Spirits, 
e Ag the Natives of the Great Ile. | 
„ cannot indeed but ſay, that perhaps on worldly 
c and lucrative Motives, it had been more for our 
oy Advantage to act upon other Principles, and td 
<« look upon the Inhabitants of the Holy Je, rather 


„ a6 Gp? *llow-Subjefts, than our Slaves: For your 
«© Maj will be pleaſed to turn your Eyes to yon | 
_ * aſpiring” Mountain, that feemeth to lift its Head into 


ce the Clouds that ſeemeth, with its immenſe 


e Loftineſs, to threaten even the Manſions of Omni- 
* potence'!— 


the Steeps on all Sides are immea- 
« ſurable to the Fapaneſe, whoſe Limbs are filled 
„with ſlow, unactive Juices, ene to all La- 


4 hour. 


Here our Miafortuns lies! | 

„„For on the Summit of this ſtately Height, Gold, 
« Silver,” Rubies, Pearls, Diamonds, and Treaſures 
ine xhauſtible, may be had. A Brother Moun- 
* tain, equal in Size and Wealth, lies in the Holy Ne; 
* when compared with ours, the precious Stones of 
* other Nations are but as common Pebbles: But, 
<< altho?* theſe proud Hills contain within their Bowels 


„ ſuch immenſe Riches in the Midſt of greateſt 
ws . Want and e are at our Doors. 


cc This 


The weblog Note is tranſlated from the original #; in: Dutch 3 | 

(D) Here his Maj eſty ſmiled ; —— and it is thoug ht 5 Clingo, 
in the Heat of his gue, did not Rs that the Eqaperor 
was a Foreigner, | 2 


* * — — . K 
— — — ” 
— — 


— 8 3 


| „ os. 
This. ſhews the, exalted Sentiments of all true- 
* born Natives of the Great Je For be it known 
to your Majeſty, that although our Countenances 
appear florid and healthy, we notwithſtanding carry 
about with us a thouſand inward Maladies ; although 
ce we look able, nervous, and ſinewy,---Gouts; Rkeu- 


„ matiſms, &c, have deſtroyed all our manly and q 


5 uſeful Functions, debilitated our Nature, and diſ- 
** poſed us to Sloth and Laſſitude. From a Nation 
<< the moſt remarkable for Longævity, we are old at 
One Score and Five. Like a crazy Ship, full of 
* Lakes, but gayly painted over to the Eye, we 
appear vigorous A. lively, though all within is 
„ Weakneſs and Infirmity. | 5 | 

IJ oyn it is the moſt pungent Grief, to all the Men 
cc of the Great Je, to think, that any Perſons ſhould 
« dare to have Agility in their Limbs, at a Time 
tc that we do not enjoy the proper Uſe of aurs, The 
«© People of the Holy Je, in this Extremity, have, 
c it is true, offered to work theſe Mountains for us, 
ec their Lords and Maſters. But then they demand, 


& ag a Reward for their Toils, no leſs than the twen- 


<« tieth Part of all their Earnings. Inſolent Wretches.! 


< to offer us their Aſſiſtance, or to think we will en- 


< ter into Bargains with our Bondſmen . No. 
6 Since we cannot work theſe rich Mountains our- 
& ſelves, — let Strangers, let any People, 


* nay, let the (E) Peggweys, our mortal and 


<« eternal Enemies, continue to work them clandeſ- 


* tinely, and profit by them, even to the riſqueing 


<« of our very Being, rather than ſuffer a People ſub- 
< ject to ourſelves, to reap the ſmalleſt Benefit from 


* hem. | 5 


(E) Pegaauey is an Iſland that lies about thirty n . North of 
Japan. It is. govezned. by a King, who is a deſpotick Prince. It 


is a'fandamentaFMixine' in the Politicks of Pęawey, never to pay 


the-leaſt regard o pubtick Faith, See Nivetr's Voyage, p. 96. 


s Jue! What! thoug 


8 * 1 "2 
ec What! though we are in Debt! What! though 
ce the Nation is mortgaged for more than half its Va- 
the 0 that Race of Slaves offer us 
& nineteen Parts in twenty of all their Labours, — 
ſepetter to periſh wholely. better to be ruined 
et in a manner worthy of our Greatneſs, and conſiſtent 
cc with our Honour, than to 5 e 
c Proſperity, by permitting a People, thou or 
cc ina dry, and every manly Exerciſe, and til able 
& to climb the vaſteſt rocky Heights, but born out 
& of the Great ite, (the Glory of all terreſtrial Re- 
« gions) to enjoy even that twentieth Part, which 
ce they have the Preſumption to require. 


Pa 


20 ye gracious Gods ! — And you, Great 


& Sir, the greateſt of all earthly Princes, as reigning 
cc over the greateſt of all Nations, avert the direful 
ce Indignity which ſeems to impend over us, from the 
c Necefſtity of our Affairs (F). ERS 


Upon the Clingo's finiſhing this notable Oration, 
molt of the others, equally wrong-headed with his 
Lordſhip, declared themſelves to much the ſame 
Purpoſe. At length, the moſt illuſtrious of all the 


6 Japaneſe, the Great Kali- ala ; ſtood UP, and deli- 
yered himſelf as follows : r 


5 5 . _ 8 IR E, 
FFT ' pe Ps 4” 2; mm i 
(F) Nothing can preſent a more lively Picture of this Danger 
arifing - ſrom Prez udice, and wrong Notions af Honour, than the 


Clingo's Speech: For though he diſcovers ſufficient Penetration in 


inting out, not only the Merit of the People of the Holy He, 
ut the Prudence and Neceſſity of giving them Encouragement, as 
the only Means to ſave themſelves from Deſtruction. Yet from a 
falſe Pride, and a Prejudice rivetted in the Natures of the Fapane/e, 
that no Perſons of exotick Birth, '{eſpecially: of their 6wn Blood) 
can be worthy to be treated an an equal Footing with themſelves, 
he thinks Ruin, and the Contempt of Mankind, prefereble to 
Power, Wealth, and Glory, founded on Juſtice and Moderation, . 


[ => 


$ 4 * 


ö | A 

| SIR E, | 
iſ THAT the People of the Great Jie are act. 
i | © ated by unreaſonable Prepoſſeſſions + 7 
[8 ce all Strangers, and particularly againſt. the Deſcend- 


# ' © ants of thoſe valorous Men that firſt reduced the 


l % Holy Iſle, and made it Part of the Japaneſe Empire, 
iſ « with Shame I muſt acknowledge but that 
194 they think it impoſſible for a Perſon born out of 
| & their own Country to be*endued with Juſtice, Mag- 
* &* hanimity, and every other Quality that can adorn 
0 „Humanity, their Unanimity in recognizing your 
1 „ Majeſty for their Emperor, ſhews plainly their 
1 | — — - -..-o.. £ 
i: < Tt is not fitting that any thing ſhould be conceal- 


ed from your Majeſty, relating either to:the Peo- 
I <« ple, or to the Affairs of this once flouriſhing and | 
11 « famous Monarchy. _ . . ry % 


«© We have been a great, a wiſe, and a virtuous 
Nation - but alas! too true it is, that Taint and 


4 Corruption have laid hold of us. Wars abroad 
1 ec and Prodigality at home - have very near brought 
ht & Deſtruction upon us. Every Man liveth-beyond his 
1 Income. Every Man is luxurious. Every Man 
i | e is ſeeking unjuſt Means to ſupply his Extravagance : 
{hk « And of Conſequence all Generoſity and Honour 
i « are vaniſhed from amongſt us. A Fapaneſe, in 
0 former Days, was upright, couragious, polite, 
| “ hoſpitable, noble-minded, and atrached in, all things | 
Il * to the Intereſt of his Country, which he ever look- | 
ed upon as inſeparable from his own. A modern 
„ Fapaneſe is effeminate, puſillanimous, diſſolute, 
ö | < yenal, an Enemy to his Fellow-creatures, and a 
if „ Contemner of the Gods. A generous Feel for the 


Happineſs of Poſterity, is what he has not the leaſt 9 
e e Conception 


N 


. 2 . 
Conception of; for all ſocial Virtue is funk in pri- 


vate Jobb; and a Love to the Publick conſidered 
eas the Teſt of the Fool. Theſe are the Principles 


te that at preſent predominate in the Minds of the 


««:Fapaneſe ! | 


% Hence flow all our Calamities! ' E 
„ And thine will be the Labour, thine will be the . 
« Glory too, O Prince, to inſpire the Hearts of your 


Subjects with Maxims worthy of ſocial Beings. - 
„„The Example of ſo great and wiſe a Monarch, 
ce cannot fail of effecting a ſpeedy and happy Change. 


« All Men will ſee, that to gain your Majeſty's Fa- 


e your, they muſt love Juſtice and Truth; they muſt 
cc return to the Virtues of their Anceſtors; to a De- 


« fire of being a free, glorious People, which your 
« Majeſty is determined to make them. For you, 


great Sir, will not be a King of Slaves. 


« When zit is known, that nothing but Merit can 
ce give a Man Pretenſions, no Man without Merit will 
<« dare to approach your Majeſty's Preſence: When 
„* it is known, that the Vicious, the Extravagant, the 


„Wanton, and the Luxurious, are ſure to be held in 


4 Abhorrence by their Prince, then will all Perſons 
* endeavour to ſhew a Simplicity in their Lives, and 
« a Modeſty in their Converſations: When it is 
* known, that the Emperor of Japan hath no Views 
independent of the publick Welfare; that the 
Good of the Publick, he eſteems his own ſupremeſt 


Good; and that in his Eyes there cannot be a 


greater Monſter- than the Man capable of prefer- 
6 ring his own private Intereſt to that of the Com- 
<< mon-wealth ;' then will your Majeſty's whole King- 
„dom be a Nation of Patriots, and you the moiſt 


* puiſſant of earthly Potentates, as reigning over a 


“ Society of Heroes, governed by Reaſon, and ready 
* to embrace Death ſooner than to commit a baſe or 
& diſhonourable Action. OO Oe x 

7 7 | | Such 


FE. (14) 
Such are the Days I prophecy. to the Japaneſe ! 
Such the certain Bleſſings of that wiſe and ſteady 
* Adminiftration, which is to put the Annals of your 
«© Majeſty's' Reign in ſo conſpicuous a Point of 
0 Light . "OY „„ 
HPDoubtleſs it cannot be denied, that nothing (ſave 
the Proſpect which we have from your Majeſty's 
<« ſublime Virtues) can be more deplorable. than our 
< preſent Condition; that the People of Japan are 
<* loaded with Debts, debaſed by Corruption, ſwayed 
c by Prejudice, torn hy Faction, — equally unfit 
< for the carrying on a War, as unſkilled in the Arts 
of Peace, are Truths too evident to need any Ar- 
“ guments in their Support; that the two Mountains 
* mentioned by my Lord Clingo, are inexhauſtible 
« Treaſuries of Wealth, ſufficient, in a Courſe of 
% Time, to diſcharge our Debts, and to render us 
* once more a potent and flouriſhing. Nation, is 
d equally certain: But that we are unable to reap any 
Advantage from them, without the Aſſiſtance of 
* our Brethren and Fellow- Subjects, the Men of the 
& Holy Iſle, is acknowledged by all, by even my 
Lord Clingo himſelf, who ſo bitterly inveighs 
« againſt them; and all forſooth, becauſe they did 
e not draw their firſt Breath in the ſame Country with 
e ourſelves; or, in other Words, becauſe. they did 
cc not act Impoſlibilities, and controul the Diſpenſations 
<* of Providence. But your Majeſty knows too well, 
„that Wiſdom and Virtue are not confined to any 
particular Spot of Clay; that it is not the Soil, 
or the Air, of any Country, that. can ſanctify or 
<« render a People reſpectable; and that nothing but 
c Juſtice and Truth can give areal Preference to any 
Wl | one Set of Men more than another. 
Glad J am however, to hear the due Praiſes.of 
„ thoſe brave Men that firſt carried the Laws and 
<< the Language of our Country into the Holy Le. 
e | ye, « Abſurd! 
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©; » | 
t Abſurd i to etnblazon the Anceſtors for hetoick 
4 Deeds, and to hate and calumniate the Progeny 
„ for walking in the Steps of their / Grandfires ! 
&« Have not the Communities moſt famed for. deep 
Policy, ever judged it neceſſary, to reward the 
c Virtues of the Parent, by fixing honourable and 
_ « hereditary Diſtinctions on the Child? And a 
<« ſtronger Incitement there cannot furely. be to 
« yalorous and worthy Atchievements, than by ren- 
« dering thoſe Perſons happy, that by the Voice of 
% Nature are moſt dear to us: But the People 
« of the Holy {fe are fcorned and deteſted by 

6c Us. | LR, DE | fb 
„ Becauſe, their Fathers had brave erected. Spi- 

ce rits | = Fe 3 „ 
c Becauſe they themſelves (maugre our barbarous 
Treatment of them) are yet, even yet, moſt 
ce firmly attached to the Intereſt of their Mother 


* Becauſe in Fact - they are the almoſt only 
* Bulwark of our Empire! For all their Gains they 
« ſend us. And are always ready to fight our 

< Cauſe! 535 225 | 
„ Ungrateful-! unjuſt! and moſt unwiſe Japan] 
„ Should ſuch hard Uſage drive our Brethren of 
ee the Holy Iſle into the Arms of the wily Pegaweys, 
E it is not poſſible the Empire of Japan ſhould long 
« be ſafe. - 4 EE. 
„ TFThis is Truth, plain, downright, honeſt Truth! 
| What Servants to great Kings ſhould always 
; <« ſpeak ; — and what great Kings ſhould always 
© gladly hear. VVV 
MA ſure Reſource we have then againſt our Ills: 
From hence to look upon the People of the Holy 
„e as our deareſt Friends and Brethren, Their 
Hearts are firm to our Intereſt. They only want 
Employment to make themſelves: and us moſt 
>; - happy. 


(16 ) 


* amongſt them, Let ther. Robuſtneſs make up 
for our Weakneſs. Let them enjoy their wiſhed | 
* for Labours ; ſince all their Labours are our 

„ 5 3 Inf” ens. 


Hoere the Kali-Baſan ended. 


1 The Emperor, who loved Sincerity and plain 
Dealing, and had the moſt ſolid Judgment, with a 
Heart truly humanized, immediately perceived, that 
the Kali-Baſan was the fitteſt, if not the only fit Man 
in Japan, to be truſted with the Royal Confidence: 
He therefore on the Spot declared him his Prime 
1 Miniſter. N 3d 
1 | There could not have been a more ſolemn Notifi- 
1 cation, that his Majeſty was determined to pluck up 
Fo Corruption by the Root ; and to make Juſtice and 
Int þ Honour triumph over Vice and Proſtitution, than 
it the Elevation of the untainted Kali. | | 
\ | From this Period, Faction hung her Head, Di- 
1 viſions ceaſed, publick Spirit revived, and the Peo- 
1 ple grew fond of Virtue: No Man now could arrive . 
1 at Honour or Preferment, but through the Paths of 
| Juſtice and Integrity. In a few Years the publick 
1 Debts were diſcharged. The People, by a Courſe 
| i | of Temperance and Frugality, recovered their priſtine 4- 
l Health and Vigour. The Emperor looked upon all | 
Jy huis Subjects as his Children. And all his Subjects 
Fl looked upon one another with a fraternal Confidence - 
and Affection. For the Men of Japan, and of the 
Holy Jie, were now but as one People. | 
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„% % 
In a Word. Never was there a happier Govern- 
ment; feared and reſpected Abroad, as being in a 
a Capacity to right itſelf, in caſe of any Injury ; and 
at home, moſt deſervedly beloved and revered, as 
*every Man's Life, Liberty, and Property, was firm- 
ly ſecured to him; and as the only Point in View 
= the Happinefs and Proſperity of the whole 
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T is not eaſy to imagine, that the moſt fertile Ge- 
nius could find out any thing in the foregoing Re- 
lation applicable to Eugliſb Politicks; but as the Re- 
verſe hath happened, and that a Gentleman of a moſt 
extreme good Underſtanding hath pointed out ſeveral 
Particulars in it, that he thinks bear a great Analogy 
to G 3 — and 17. „I conceive the 
Reader will not be diſpleaſed with an Account of this 
Gentleman, as well as with a Converſation which I 
have had with him on this Subject. I would willing- 
ly (as a Friend to Truth) ſecure the Credit of a Piece 
of Hiſtory, as worthy of the Aſſent of Mankind; and 
I apprehend as well ſupported, as many of the moſt 
unconteſted Events in the Annals of Britain, or of 
any other Nation. 5 . 
Having appointed a Perſon about Buſineſs, to meet 
me a few Days ago at a Coffee Houſe near Temple- 
Bar. I was there accoſted by an old Univerſity Ac- 
quaintance, who engaged me to dine at a Tavern; 
and, as we wanted a third Perſon, he introduced me 
to a very genteel polite- looking Man, who carried 2! 
that kind of Grace and Eaſe in his Air and Count 
5 1 nance/, 


II | 


5 N 19 ) 
nance, that generally denote Senſe, as well 

ood 8 — never 18 beſpeak our moſt 
urin r nh, 8 
Though my Friend gave me a Whiſper, that this 
Gentleman was juſt returned from his Travels, and 
had ſpent ſeven Years Abroad in viſiting moſt of the 
remarkable Nations of Europe, I could not fee any 
thing foreign about him. He was dreſſed in a Suit of 


the fineſt black Cloth, of Britiſb Manufacture; and 


ſeemed to me, to look more magnificent in this ſimple 
Attire, than the moſt embroidered Fop, in the neweſt 


Faſhion, from Verſailles. I never met with any Man 


who hath ſo thorough a Knowledge of the Commerce 
of all Nations, and of Conſequence of their Riches, 


their Power, and their true Intereſts. He hath pene- 


trated into all the Arcana of Trade, and underſtands, 
] believe, better than moſt Men living, the Cure for 
every mercantile Malady. In the Art of Drawing he 


is ſo great a Maſter, that there is ſcarce a Fortification 


of any Note in Europe, that he has not taken an exact 
Plan of; but this he could not have effected, without 


the Help of a very good Memory: But what is of 
much more Conſequence to his Country, he hath 


brought home Plans of many curious Machines, and 
nice Mills, uſed by Foreigners in their ſeveral Manu- 
factures, and without which it is impoſſible to eſta- 
bliſh and ſet them a going in England. Judge, how 
agreeably diſappointed I was, when I expected no- 
thing but a Detail of Faſhions, Paris Taylors, Equi- 


pages, Carnivals, Courtezans, Intrigues with Opera 
Ladies, and the like polite Traſh, which our Gentle- 
men, at ſo great an Expence, are daily bringing home 


to us, to find a Treaſury of uſeful Knowledge ; a 
happy natural Underſtanding, matured by Appli- 


cation, Humanity, and a Love for his Country. 


I took the Liberty to aſk this Gentleman, how he 


could ſpare from his Amuſements, and the Society 
ES | gs of 


N (20) 
of great Folks, the Time neceſſary for making thoſe 
Searches into the Laws, Trade, and Policies, of ſo 
many different Kingdoms. He told me, though he 
did not totally neglect the Acquaintance of Grandees, 
and the Amuſements of thoſe called the better Sort, 
which he thought right, for the ſame Reaſon, that 

Men ſhould learn Logick, to let them fee how little 
there is in it, Yet he thought the beft Method to 
anſwer the End of his Living ſo long out of his own 
Country, which he always did with the utmoſt Re- 


gret, was chiefly to converſe with thoſe who could 


give him the moſt Information; and which, from 
Experience, he found to be the Merchants and La- 


' yers in every Nation. I therefore, ſays he, ſpent 
above two thirds of my time among theſe two 
Claſſes. The Merchants know beſt the Commerce 


of their own Country. And the Lawyers the Conſti- 
tution. And there are few things in any State worth 
knowing beſides theſe. Medals, Painting, and Sta- 
tuary, moſt undoubtedly deſerve the Attention of 
Men of Learning and Fortune, as they contribute to 
the Illuſtration of Hiſtory, and to the Fixing a good 
Taſte in a Country. But the Expence of a curious 


Collection in theſe Articles, is generally too great for 


private Patrimonies. Theſe Arts ſhould therefore 


be cultivated in publick Schools, at the Expence of 


the whole Community ; which, in time, would not 
only fave great Sums to, the Nation, but actually 
bring great 'Sums into it. Indeed, with regard to 
Architecture, and an elegant Gout in projecting an 
Edifice, every Gentleman ſhould have ſome Skill 
that Way ; as nothing contributes more to the beau- 
tifying of a Country, nor to the Comfort and Satis- 
faction of Individuals, than regular and commodious 
VVV 


Every 
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Every T bg uttered by this Gentleman, feemed 
to be the Re ult of good Senſe, and a Heart filled 
with Benevolence; and though he is poſſeſſed of a 
very large Eſtate, and deſcended from one of the 
moſt illuſtrious Families in the Kingdom, he not- 
withſtanding would prefer the Company of an honeſt 


Cobler, to that of the firſt Peer of the Land, who 


had debaſed his Rank by any mean or unworthy. 


Action. * 


An Acquaintance of this kind was too valuable 
an Acquiſition, not to be further cultivated. . I 
therefore took the firſt Opportunity of inviting him 
down to my Houſe at Richmond. He and my 
Eriend did me the Pleaſure of a Viſit a few Days 
after. We ſpent a Week together, with that Open- 
neſs and Complacency that are only to be found in a 
real Liking. As I intended publiſhing the foregoing 
Fragment of the Japaneſe Hiſtory,” I thought it- 


highly proper to have the Opinion of a Perſon who 


ſeemed to have the moſt ſolid Judgment, with all the 
Candour of a true, not a modern Critick. S 
Mr. B -u (that is the Gentleman's Name) 
having read the Paper over with great Attention, 
ſurprized me with the following ſingularly odd Que-. 
ſtion. Pray, Sir, were you ever in [/—-——d4? No, 
Sir, replied I, I never was. But why, I beſeech 
you, that Queſtion 2 _ „5 
Sir, ſays he, before I took the Tour of the Conti- 
nent, I thought I could not paſs a few Months more 
to. my Emolument, than by taking a Trip to a 
Country under the ſame Prince with ourſelves. I 
ſpent a whole Twelvemonth in that Kingdom; du- 


ning which time I travelled into moſt Parts of it; 


and by that Means, became perfectly acquainted with 
the true Intereſt of E with regard to that 
Iſland. I won't ſay, nor indeed even imagine, after 


what you have declared in your Introduction, that 


this 
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this Piece is not a genuine Narrative of a very re- 


markable Period in the Fapaneſe Hiſtory. But I 


will venture to ſay thus much, that many things 
in it ſeem to bear the ſtrongeſt Reſemblance to the 


Circumſtances and. Affairs of 6 Bu—— 
and [——, Se, | 


For Inſtance, ſays he, thoſe rich Mountains may 
very well denote the Wool of each Country, which 


is the true ſtaple Commodity of both, as no Nation 


in the World hath any thing like it; and the giving 
the I h a Liberty of trading in this Manufac- 
ture, would infallibly bring infinite Wealth to G 


', B——2, as nineteen Shillings in twenty of all the 
1 get, doth, and ever muſt, center in E——— ,. 
But fo abſurd are we, that we chuſe to ſuffer. our, + 


moſt mortal Foes, to run away with this Trade, ra- 
ther than to permit the I 
Advantage from it. = EO 
May not the Infirmities of the Japaneſe be natu- 
rally explained, by the high Price of Labour in 
E -, occaſioned by their high Taxes, and 
great national Debts, which render it impoſſible 
for us to keep this Manufacture to ourſelves. For 
the F 5 will always be able to under-ſell us. 
The J — therefore, from the Plenty, and low 
Price of Labour, among them, ſhould be permitted 
to beat the F. 5 out of this Buſineſs, which 


they would be ſoon able to do; and which they moſt 


certainly would do, by not ſuffering a Lock of their 
Wool to go to F- 
manufacture it at home themſelves, 

The Character of the Clingo may very well ex- 
preſs any prejudiced, abſurd AZ: as that of 
the Kali-Baſan may, any honeſt, wiſe, ' and unpre- 
_ 1 particularly the E — of 


Never 


to reap the ſmalleſt 


e, if they were at Liberty to 


called 1 


: (49). | 
Never was 1 more ſurprized, and indeed motti- 
fied, than to find my Performance thus explained 
into a Satire on the Folly of the Eb; and 
that by a Man of the moſt excellent Underſtanding z 
and as I was quite ignorant, both of the Affairs, 


and People of [/——, any other than as an 


E——n, I own, I had (without knowing why) 


conceived an early and violent Prejudice againſt 


them. I only anſwered, that whatever Reſemblance 
he found out in ſome few Points, I was ſure that he 
could not have the leaſt Doubt of the Authentick- 


neſs of the Piece. He proteſted to me, he ſaw - 


nothing like a Counterfeit in it, and thought it 
well deſerved the Eſteem of the Publick. How- 


ever, ſays he, let us beware of ill-grounded Preju- 


dices. | | 
This is the great Moral which this ſhort hiſto- 


| rical Tract ſeems to inculcate, Perhaps, added he, 


you do not know that E — gets near two Mil- 
lions a Year, Sterling, (as Mr. Dobbs hath moſt 
clearly ſhewn ) by this neglected, deſpiſed Country, 
— And if it is not our own Faults, 
by {till abſurdly reſtraining them in the woollen 
Buſineſs, we may eaſily profit another Million annu- 
ally by them ; which, in leſs than thirty Years, 
would more than diſcharge our whole national Debts. 
Almoſt all the conſiderable Families of that Na- 
tion are of our own Blood ; and whatever Reaſon 
they may have to condemn themſelves for their too 
great Hoſpitality and Politeneſs to Perſons who 
make them the moſt injurious Returns, Strangers 
have certainly no Right to make any Complaints 
againſt them on that Head. ED | 


This 


(24. 

This is the Subſtance of my Converſation with 
Mr. B—n——4 on this Subject; and as I have 
the higheſt Opinion of his Judgment and Know- 
ledge in commercial Affairs, I thought it not amiſs 
to mention it ſhortly to the Reader, as poſſibly ſome 
Bere may ariſe to the Publick from the: 1 «gore 
Rm -... 
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